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disliked the suggestion that it was unnecessary, "I
said to him: *In these bad times it is monstrous to
cut down expenses; it is unpatriotic to get rid of a
single man/ When we were rich our greenhouses
were perhaps toys and luxuries* but I regard them
now as public duties,*1
To do him justice he was thinking neither of fruit
nor of flowers; he was thinking of the gardeners,
"Conservatories, the last stronghold of conserv-
atism,0 Lisa murmured.
"A nouveau riche like Pratt/' Gmhbert was still
fuming, "dismissing people wholesale/*
"Perhaps he is a nouveau pauvre/*
"Don't be absurd, Lisa/* Cuthhcrt, though he
didn't acknowledge it to himself, considered that
only a gentleman was entitled to be "nouveau
pauvre/'
"The rich do lose money, you know/* Lisa was
feeling contrary. "And if it matters as much to them
as it matters to Sir Theodore it must be quite dread-
ful. No daffodils'* (she looked at the table), "no
Confucius, nothing to make up for it with."
"The fact remains that he is cutting down
expenditure right and left/'
Both Cuthbert and Mr. Rollit were comforted
by "facts that remained". To Lisa they had a habit
of changing their position-she rarely found them in
* the same place two days running*